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Wg-Plein 31, 1054 RA Amsterdam 
0644692524/0616266385 
contact@polakvanbekkum.com 

PolakVanBekkum: media artists/multidisciplinairy artists 
PolakVanBekkum explores choreographies of daily life: walking, cycling, driving, flying, and wandering. In their view, the drive to move 
creates a world rather than taking place in an already existing one. Rooted in the history of Dutch realistic landscape depiction, they 
express personal experiences of movement and space. Collaborations with participants often inform their projects, be it humans, animals, 
or even the rays of the sun.  

Education	 	  
Esther Polak studied at the Rijksakademie for visual Arts in Amsterdam and the KABK in Den Haag, NL 
Ivar van Bekkum studied Journalism at the School for Journalism (HICO), Kampen/Zwolle, NL 

Representation	 and collaboration	  
- Galerie DudokDeGroot, Amsterdam  
- Film distribution: EyeFilm, Amsterdam; LIMA, Amsterdam 
- Film production: Valk Producties, Amsterdam 

Collections	 	  
- Grazing Choreographies Diepenheim: Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken 
- AmsterdamREALTIME: AmsterdamMuseum, Amsterdam, NL 
- MILKproject: ZKM Karlsruhe, DE  
- Grazing Choreographies: BUZA collection, The Hague; Museum IJsselstein; NL  
- Selected works: diverse private collections 

Filmography	 	  
Lost on Arrival, (November 2020, 8’00”, short experimental documentary) 
De Rit/The Ride, (November 2019, 12’14”, short experimental documentary)  
Gaan om te Zijn/Go Move Be (2018, 9’50”, short experimental) 
The Fortune (2018, 1’, short experimental) 
A Collision of Sorts, 2017 (17’12”, second short experimental documentary) 
Homestead II (2017, 1’ - short film, loop) 
Once We Get There (2016, 49’50”, first mid-length documentary) 
The Mailman’s Bag (2014, 60’, mid length experimental video (art work) 
pi-boy (2013, 9’, first short experimental documentary) 
What is done cannot be undone (2011, 6’05”, short experimental music film) 

Publications (selection)	  
-Mr Motley; De levensaders van het landschap – op atelierbezoek bij PolakVanBekkum, Noa Zuidervaart 2024 
-NRC Beweegredenen van Grazende Koeien 2022 Esther Polak  
-BK informatie Column Instituto Buena Bista 
-Graaschoreografieën, uitgeverij Müller, bilingual/tweetalig, 2021 
-Routledge Companion to Mobile Media Art; 2020 edited by Larissa Hjorth, Adriana de Souza e Silva, and Klare Lanson. The City as 
Performative Object PolakVanBekkum  
-From Bits To Paper, edited by Filipe Pais, les presses du réel, July 2018 
-PAD Public Art Dialogue; Special Issue Digital Public Art Vol 4 Number 1 Spring 2015 Routledge 2015 Down the Rabbit Hole 
-Fascinerende schaduwen in een lege woestijn, Tracy Metz, NRC, 2015 
-Een roadmovie door stemmige stills, Jan Pieter Ekker, Het Parool, 2015 
-“THE MOBILE STORY Narrative Practices with Locative Technologies” Edited by Jason Farman Routledge 2014 
-Art and Electronic Media, edited by Edward A. Shanken, 2014 by Phaidon Press. 
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https://www.mistermotley.nl/de-levensaders-van-het-landschap-op-atelierbezoek-bij-polakvanbekkum/
https://www.nrc.nl/krant/2022/07/22/#120
https://www.bkinformatie.nl/en/columns/12605-2/
http://www.apple.com/uk
https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-Companion-to-Mobile-Media-Art-1st-Edition/Hjorth-de-Souza-e-Silva-Lanson/p/book/9780367197162
https://www.lespressesdureel.com/EN/ouvrage.php?id=6657
https://www.polakvanbekkum.com/writings/by-polakvanbekkum-eng/publication-in-pad/?et_fb=1&PageSpeed=off
http://www.polakvanbekkum.com/writings/over-polakvanbekkum-nl/fascinerende-schaduwen/
http://www.polakvanbekkum.com/writings/over-polakvanbekkum-nl/een-roadmovie-door-de-vs/
https://www.polakvanbekkum.com/writings/on-polakvanbekkum-eng/article-in-the-mobile-story/
https://www.polakvanbekkum.com/writings/milkproject-in-art-and-electronic-media/
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-Walking and Mapping, Artists as cartographers, Karen O’Rourke, Leonardo book series, 2012 
-Material Participation: Technology, the environment and everyday publics Noortje Marres Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, 2012 
-Space Inscribed, Esther Polak and Ivar van Bekkum at HICA in conversation with Murdo Mcdonald – 2010 

-Residencies	 	 	  
- Drawing Centre Diepenheim, Diepenheim, Netherlands, 2024 
- De Ruimte, Deventer Netherlands, 2024 
- Buitenlandatelier Mondriaan, IBB, Curaçao, 2021 
- From Bits To Paper, Straatsburg, FR, 2016 
- Percent for Art Program Philadelphia, 2014, 2015 

Financiële ondersteuning (selectie)                        	 	  
Mondriaan Fonds; Amsterdams Fonds voor de Kunsten (AFK); Stimuleringsfonds Creatieve Industrie; Nederlands Filmfonds; Stichting 
Stokroos; Stichting Liedts-Meessen; K.F. Hein Fonds; Jaap Harten Fonds 

Exhibitions, film screenings and presentations	 	  

2026	 	 	 	  
Sep-Oct	 Amsterdam Realtime and Performance	 Rozenstraat - A Rose is a Rose is a Rose	 Amsterdam 
Juli-Aug	 Tijdelijk Collectief	 De Staat Van	 Deventer 
June-Sep	 Graaschoreografieën Diepenheim	 Drawing Centre Diepenheim	 Diepenheim 
May	 Graaschoreogafieën De Woude	 Karavaan Theeaterfestival	 De Woude 
March	 Reactivating AmsterdamREALTIME 	 Waag Futurelab/Stadsarchief	 Amsterdam, NL 
March	 AmsterdamREALTIME 	 Transformation Digital Art 	 Amsterdam, NL 
	 final presentation restauration	 international symposium LI-MA 
Feb	 The Ride	 On/Off Space	 Milan 

2025	 	 	 	  
June	 KoeKlok	 OEROL	 Terschelling, NL 
March	 AmsterdamREALTIME 	 Transformation Digital Art 	 Amsterdam, NL 
	 presentation	 international symposium LI-MA 
March 	 Viewing Cabin with many Windows	 Kaboom FF	 Amsterdam, NL 
	 pitch presentation	  

2024	 	 	 	  
June	 GraasChoreografieën	 Drawing Centre Diepenheim	 Diepenheim, NL 
June	 Spookrijder/Ghost Rider	 kunstroute Van Hier Tot Ginder	 Okkenbroek, NL 
May	 AmsterdamREALTIME	 Dutch, More or Less, Nieuwe Instituut	 Rotterdam, NL 
May	 Berichten uit het platte vlak, solo exhibition	 Kunstenlab	 Deventer, NL	  
April	 Lost On Arrival	 IDFA pavilion 	 Amsterdam, NL  

2023	 	 	 	 	  
November	 Walking the Machine	 The Wrong biennial	 Online 
October	 Fregata Magnificens	 BigArt	 Amsterdam, NL 
April	 Het Geluid Vaart	 STRP - frequencies	 Eindhoven, NL 
March	 The Fortune	 Exodus, Bijbels Museum & Buitenplaats 	 Online 
	 	 Doornburgh 
2022	 	 	 	 	  
November	 Het Geluid Vaart - Grote Knip	 Framework Radio	 Online 
October	 The Fortune	 Miami New Media Festival, atelierWG 	 Amsterdam 
	 	 and Arts Connection Foundation 
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https://www.polakvanbekkum.com/writings/material-participation-technology-the-environment-and-everyday-publics/
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July-Sept	 Graaschoreografieën - versie IJsselstein	 Museum IJsselstein	 IJsselstein, NL 
June	 The Ride	 What You See is What You Get, Filmhuis 	 Den Haag, NL 
June	 Het Geluid Vaart III	 Oerol	 Terschelling, NL 
Mei	 Lost On Arrival	 Amsterdam Art @ EyeFilm - Harvest I	 Amsterdam 

2021	 	 	 	 	  
Sept-Dec	 Residency IBB Curaçao 	 (Mondriaan buitenlandatelier)	 Curaçao  
December	 Lost On Arrival	 Bogoshorts, 	 Colombia  
November 	 Lost On Arrival	 Braunschweig Film Festival, 	 Germany 
November 	 Lost On Arrival	 dokumentART, 	 Germany 
Sept	 Lost On Arrival	 Reykjavik International Film Festival	 Iceland 
Juni	 Op Drift installatie	 IJssel-biënnale/Museum De Waag	 Deventer, NL 
Juni	 Lost On Arrival	 Eye on Art/Eye Experimental	 Amsterdam, NL 
Juni	 Het Geluid Vaart II	 Oerol	 Terschelling, NL 
June 	 Solo Expositie/book presentation  	 gallerie dudokdegroot	 Amsterdam, NL 
April 	 Lost On Arrival	 38th Busan International Short Film Festival	Busan, S. Korea 
April 	 Fronting Motion installatie on site	 Upstream gallerie	 Amsterdam, NL 
March-June	 Lost on Arrival	 Berlinale Forum Expanded	 Berlin, DE	  
March	 The Ride	 Centre Culturel Suisse 	 Paris, FR 
Jan	 Mailman’s Bag	 "Shaping the Invisible World " 	 Basel, CH	  
	 	 House of Electronic Arts  
Jan	 The Fortune	 "Shaping the Invisible World " 	 Basel, CH	  
	 	 House of Electronic Arts  
Jan 	 What’s the Story? | How To Move 	 Close viewing with LIMA/Kriterion	 online, NL 	  

2020	 	 	 	 	  
November	 Lost on Arrival	 IDFA, in competition short film 	 Amsterdam, NL 
November 	 Graas Choreografieën 	 Het MOW	 Bellingwolde, NL  
November 	 The Ride	 Seoul International New Media Festival 	 Seoul, Z Korea 
September	 Fronting Motion online	 Upstream Gallerie 	 Amsterdam, NL 
September	 Shadows Move Right	 Oude Kerk	 Amsterdam, NL 
June	 Het Geluid Vaart	 Oerol	 Online, NL 
Mei	 The Ride	 Oberhausen Short Film Festival  	 Online, DE 
Mei	 The Stream	 Nieuw Dakota/Corona Archives	 Online, NL 
April	 Shadows Move Right	 Oude Kerk/Mr Motley	 Online, NL	  
April 	 The Ride 	 Visions du Réel, Nyon	 Online, CH 
	 international competition (A+FF)	  

2019	 	 	 	  
Nov	 The Ride/De Rit	 IDFA	 Amsterdam, NL 
Sept. 	 Pendule	 BIG ART	 Zaanstad, NL 
Sept.	 Daily Life at the Crossing 	 Nieuwe Instituut	 Rotterdam, NL 
Sept.	 The City as Performative Object 	 ZKM	 Karlsruhe, DE	  
Sept. 	 Gaan Om Te Zijn/Go Move Be 	 VideoVortex 12	 Malta 
Sept.	 Gaan Om Te Zijn/Go Move Be	 Besides the Screen	 São Paulo, Brazil 
Sept.	 Gaan Om Te Zijn/Go Move Be 	 Unseen Festival 	 Denver, USA 
Apr	 A Collision of Sorts	 Iowa City International Doc. FF	 Iowa City, US 
Jan. 	 The Ride (solo - installation) 	 De Oude Kerk	 Amsterdam, NL  

2018	 	 	 	  
Sept. 	 Gaan om te Zijn/Go Move Be	 Netherlands Film Festival	 Utrecht, NL 
Juni. 	 A Collision of Sorts 	 Chicago Underground Film Festival	 Chicago, US 
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Jan. 	 Nomadic Milk                                  Grounding the Map | Mapping the Ground, Zone2Source	 Amsterdam, NL 
jan-dec	 The Fortune	 traveling program of one minutes	 International 

2017	 	 	 	  
Dec. 	 You have two cows 	 Kalmar Museum of Art 	 Kalmar, Sw 
Nov. 	 250MilesCrossing Philadelphia	 Abington Art Center	 Philadelphia, US	  
Nov	 Gaan om te zijn	 CBKZO 	 Amsterdam, NL 
MArch, Aug, Sept. A Collision of Sorts , NFF (in competition Gouden Kalf), Utrecht, NL/ NeMaf, Seoul/ Rencontres Internationales 	
Paris/Berlin  

2016	 	 	 	  
Oct. 	 The Mailman’s Bag 	 Visions in the Nunnery; Bowarts	 London, UK 
Sept. 	 Directions	 Amsterdam Drawing 	 Amsterdam, NL  
Sept.  	 screening “Once We Get There” (in competition)  	 2ANNAS filmfestival	 Riga, LV 
Sept.  	 Urban Fruit - Street Wrapper 	 Open Fields exhibition Rixc 	 Riga, LV 
August 	 Fields Value 	 The Valkhof Museum 	 Nijmegen NL  
July 	 Once We Get There 	 Ventriloquies  
	  l’art dans le cinéma, le cinéma dans l’art; 	 FIDMarseille, 	 Marseille, FR 
July  	 Let it Blossom group exhibition 	 Rento Brattinga | gallerie 	 Amsterdam, NL 
April	 The Mailman’s Bag 
	 Speeding and Breaking 	 Goldsmiths University	 London, UK  
March	 From Bits to Paper Cardboard and ABS	 Le Shadok	 Strasbourg, FR  
March	 AmsterdamREALTIME 	  
	 One Century in paintings 	 Amsterdam Museum 	 Amsterdam NL  
Jan. 	 The Mailman’s Bag 
	 29e Stuttgarter Filmwinter 	  Festival for Expanded Media	 Stuttgart, DE 

Other activities: 
- Advisor Mondriaan Fund 2023-present (Esther) 
- Advisor AFK 2017-2018 2023-present (Esther) 
- Advisor NPO Fund Documentary 2020-2024 (Esther) 
- appointment advisory committee (BAC)Lector LAPS 2021 (Esther) 
- Participant research group LAPS, Research Institute for Art and Public Space 2016-2021 
- Advisor AKC  (Advies Commissie Kunst Amsterdam Zuid) 2018-2022 (Esther) 
- Board member Foundation The Mobile City 2017 - present (Esther) 
- Deelname Debat: Kunst & Design in de wereld van de Verenigde Naties; CBK/Forum Groningen 2020 
- Workshop “Choreography of Daily Life”, Art-Science KABK Den Haag, November 2020/March 2021 
- Workshops “The City as a Performative Object”, LIMA, June 2020/Art-Science KABK Den Haag/ 
 Rietveld Amsterdam, April 2020/Nieuwe Instituut Rotterdam, Sept 2019 
- Workshop “App to Artwork” Art-Science KABK Den Haag ,Sept 2019 
- Tutor Interfaculty Art-Science KABK Den Haag 2017 - 2018  (Esther) 
- Guest tutor Minerva academy ‘off course’ 2017-18 
- Lecture Masters of Film. Film Academy Amsterdam 2017 

Grands and support ( selection)  
AFK Amsterdams Fonds voor de Kunst stipendium 2025 
Filmfonds Fast & Furious 2022 / Ontwikkeling Onderzoek & Experiment 2023  
Werkbijdrage bewezen talent Mondriaan Fund 2020 
AFK snelloket Amsterdams Fonds voor de Kunst 2020 
Mondriaan fund; honorarium support 2018  
AFK; project support 2018 and 2016 
Stichting Stokroos; project support  2020, 2018 and 2017  
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https://rietveldacademie.nl/en/page/22003/gerrit-rietveld-academie-stelt-nieuwe-lector-laps-aan
http://themobilecity.nl/
https://platform.forum.nl/nl/kunst-design-in-de-wereld-van-de-verenigde-naties
http://www.polakvanbekkum.com/?p=4618
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Stimuleringsfonds Creative Industrie Digitale Cultuur: project support 2018 and 2016 
Jaap Harten fonds: Bijdrage boek Graaschoreografieën 

PolakVanBekkum - Wg-Plein 31, 1054 RA, Amsterdam


